
 

 

 

Happy New Year --- With Madeleines!      By: Johanna Dorn 

Happy New Year!  Covid-19 definitely changed our 

lives last year. I do not know about you, but we 

planned to spend the summer with my family 

overseas.  So, while we have more time now waiting 

for the end of the pandemic (and to be able to travel 

again), I thought to bring a little bit of Europe to us! 

My brothers and I currently like snacking all the time 

and we LOVE Madeleines! Below is our favorite 

family recipe for Vanilla Madeleines. Please enjoy! 

 

For 12 Madeleines you would need: Madeleine pan, 3 eggs, 1 egg yolk, 3/4 tsp vanilla extract, ⅛ tsp 

salt, ⅓ cup white sugar,1 cup all-purpose flour, 6 tsp butter, ¼ tsp baking powder, powdered sugar for 

dusting. 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter and flour the Madeleine molds; set aside. Melt butter and let cool 

to room temperature. Beat eggs, vanilla and salt at high speed until light. Gradually add sugar and 

continue beating at high speed until ribbons form in bowl. Sprinkle flour into egg mixture and fold butter 

into batter. Let the batter rest for at least one hour. Spoon the batter into the molds. Bake 8 to 10 

minutes or until cakes are golden brown along the edges. Immediately sprinkle warm cookies with 

powdered sugar and serve. Guten Appetit/Bon Appetit!  

 

Who is Kirsten?        By Giulia Andreoli  

Q. What school did you used to go to? 

“I came to West U from the Mandarin Immersion Magnet School” 

Q. How do you like West U? 

 “I like West U pretty good so far.” 

Q. How is West U different from your previous school? 

 “6/10” 

Q. Do you feel welcomed? 

  “I kind of feel welcomed so far.” 

Q. How many siblings do you have? Do any of your siblings attend West U? 

“I have 2 siblings, 1 of them attended West U, the other one is attending West U now.” 

Q. What sports do you play? 

  “I used to do ballet, gymnastics, soccer and softball. Now I only swim and play tennis.” 

Q. What is your favorite subject? 

“My favorite subject is writing.” 

Q. Do you have any pets? If so, what are their names? 

  “I have a puppy named Pepper.” 

Q. What languages do you speak? 

  “I speak English and Chinese.” 
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 Ideas for a New Year’s Party You Can Have at Your Home (or any other party)  

          By Lila Cooley 
 

    

     Have you ever stayed up late on New Year’s Eve? If you have, you might have had a party. If you 

have not had a party on New Year’s, I have some ideas for you. 

    Now, a New Year's party needs decorations. One of the easiest things to do is to make signs that say, 

“Happy New Year’s!” Be creative! You could use markers, colored pencils, crayons, and stickers. 

Another idea is to make a banner. To make one, you could cut out the letters to spell “Happy New 

Year’s” and string them together with a ribbon or string. Another easy thing to do is to take black and 

yellow construction paper, cut it into strips, and hang it from doorway. The last thing you can do is to 

take a piece of construction paper and write in small writing, “Happy New Year’s!!!” Then roll it up into a 

cone and staple the back. After that, add a string and tie it under your chin. Now, you have a New 

Year's hat! 

    You have your decorations, but you need food. You can buy delicious hot chocolate with 

marshmallows. You can also get cookie dough, form little balls with your hands, and then flatten them 

out. Once they have finished baking, you can decorate with frosting and sprinkles. A cold, delicious, and 

nutritious food for the party is frozen grapes. Make them by taking grapes and putting them in the 

freezer. After they have sat in the freezer for a while, take them out and try them. Some people say 

eating grapes will bring you good luck for the New Year! 

    The final thing you need at your party is a game. Start out with everybody writing down their New 

Year's resolution. Then take a bowl and put all of the resolutions in it. Next, go up to the bowl one at a 

time, pull out a resolution, and read it aloud to the group. Everybody has to guess whose New Year’s 

resolution it is. This will be a fun way to get to know more about your family and to learn what they hope 

for in the new year! 

    Those are some ideas for a New Year’s party. They are fun and easy to do. I really hope you try some 

of these ideas on New Year’s or any other time you have a party.   
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How to Understand Your Cats       By Riley Reid 

We may not be able to really speak to cats, but here are a few tips and tricks to “listen and talk” 

to them.  Cats are a part of the family and we need to treat them with love and respect. It is important to 

read their body language.  A way to greet your cat is to crouch down and stick out your finger and he or 

she will most likely sniff or snuggle it due to curiosity. Isn’t that cute!? 

An important part of raising your cat is knowing when they are happy and when they are not. 

Some of the signs of unhappiness are hissing, meowing with an irritated tone, twitching their tail, or 

even putting their ears down or back. If a cat shows these signs, then they are trying to tell you they 

need their space and want to be left alone.  

Some signs of happiness are straight ears, a quiet tail, and purring. If your 

cat rolls over to expose their belly, it means they feel safe with you.  Unlike dogs, 

it does not necessarily mean they want a belly rub.  In fact, a lot of cats do not 

like it.  Other signs of being happy include a relaxed posture, grooming, playful 

behavior, and rubbing their cheek against you.  A good appetite is also a sign of a 

healthy, happy cat.  It is important and fun to show affection to your cat. Often 

cats have a favorite petting spot or cuddling location when things are quiet and calm.  Cats will show 

contentment and affection by slowly blinking.  You can show affection by blinking slowly back.  

 Understanding your cat’s body language is important to having a healthy relationship with him 

or her.  A cuddly moment with your purring cat is one of the most amazing things ever, and it is most 

amazing thing when your cat is happy. I hope that you have learned a little about how to “listen and 

talk” to your cat.   

The Rumor Is, We Are Getting A New Back Playground  By Jane Butler 

I heard we may be getting a new back playground.  I set out to find out from Mrs. Olivia Benitez, PTO 

President and Mrs. Sarah McKenney, PTO Grounds Chair. 

1. What new equipment will there be?  We are still deciding what equipment we will add but are 

looking to add spinners, and a fitness type course.  

2. What is the number one must have? A gaga pit. 
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3. Tell me what a gag pit is?  A gaga pit is an octagonal enclosure where lots of kids can climb in.  It is 

played with a soft foam ball and is like dodgeball.  If you get hit with the ball, you have to climb out.  

The winner is the last person in the pit. 

4. What will the fitness course have?  It will include some hanging bars, cargo nets and a rope climb. 

5. Tell me more about the fitness course.  That sounds cool.  The goal we have of the fitness course is 

to have students race each other.  Get your stopwatches ready! 

6. When will the project start?  It will start in early 2021. 

7. When will it be ready for kids to play on?  It will be probably be a phased approach, doing some 

things this year and adding others the following year.    

8. Will the old equipment be completely gone?  The main equipment will remain.  We are looking at 

updating the section near the baseball fields where the mulch currently is located. 

9. Will there be swings?  We are looking into several swing options - a surprise! 

10. Who is paying for this new equipment?  The generous supporters of the PTO along with a $10,000 

SPARK Park funding. 

 

As a 3rd grader, I was sad to leave the front playground.  But with the new additions, I am really excited 

to play on the back one next year. 

 

New Year’s Knee Slappers     Collected by Ethan Duguid 
  

Q: What happened to the fireworks who were arrested on New Year's Eve?  

A: They were let off. 

  

Q: Where is New Year’s Eve so Mathematical?  

A: Times Square 

  

Q: What should you never eat on New Year’s Eve?  

A: Fire Crackers. 

  

Q: What’s a cow’s favorite night of the year?  

A: Moo Year’s Eve. 

Q: Why are there so many vampires out on New Year’s Eve?  

A: For Old Fangs Time 

  

For more knee slappers visit: https://funkidsjokes.com/new-year-jokes/ 

Donkey Kong Country      A Review by Brooks Gary 

Donkey Kong Country is a Super Nintendo game from 1994. Developed by Rare and published by 

Nintendo, this was one of the first Nintendo games developed by a Western developer! The gameplay is 

very good. It’s a mix of adventure game and platformer. There are secret areas so there’s more replay 

value. The graphics are also very advanced by 16-bit era standards. They used Silicon Graphics 

computers to make the beautiful pre-rendered graphics in the game. But the best in this game has to be 

the writing. If you ask Cranky Kong for tips, he will find some way to embarrass you. The humor is very 

British. The characters also shine through their likable, yet sometimes snarky, personalities.  

I give this game a 10/10! 

Pretty impressive for a game about a monkey fighting crocodiles! 

https://funkidsjokes.com/new-year-jokes/
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Two Different Schools: The Choice is Yours           By: Mathew 

Thomas 
“Should I be a face-to-face student or a virtual student?” This 

is the big question at West University Elementary School these days. 

What would you choose? Moms and dads usually make the decision, 

but you can too. 

  Most people would try to figure out which one gives you a better 

chance at making good grades, but that answer is based on the way you learn. Advantages of being a 

face-to-face student are that you see kids, make new friends, and exercise your body at recess. Another 

perk with being at the school is that you can participate in science experiments. For example, a student 

at school can touch materials in the experiment and conduct the experiment. A drawback of being at 

school is that you have a risk of getting the Coronavirus. Another issue of being a face-to-face student is 

that your backpack is heavier this year. Since our school is at the risk of being shut down, we have to 

bring most of our books home every day.  

      A virtual student has advantages and disadvantages, too. Advantages include doing homework 

during breaks like lunch and recess.    Another benefit for the virtual students is they can sleep a few 

extra minutes. They can do this because they don’t have to drive to school. Disadvantages for a virtual 

student are staring at a computer all day. Another disadvantage is if your computer glitches when your 

teacher says or shows something important, you’ll be in a pickle. A student will have figure out a way to 

learn what your teacher said. An added perk for the virtual students is they don’t have to limp around 

trying to carry the very heavy backpack.  

      There is also a topic of which one is more fun. When you are face-to-face, you see friends, chat at 

lunch, and play games at recess. Even though we can’t play on the recess equipment, recess is still fun. 

Since you are able to finish homework during breaks as a virtual student, you have more free time. With 

this extra free time, you can play with siblings or play in your backyard. 

      This is definitely a crucial decision to make because you have to stay face-to-face or virtual for six 

weeks at a time.  The decision can help or hurt your schoolwork. Now that you know the advantages 

and disadvantages of both virtual and face-to-face students, you can make an informed choice. 
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Virtual vs. In Person         By: Alexis 

Chen 
 

 

     This school year is very different.  We are faced with a pandemic that no one has experienced 

before.  Something unique is that people had to choose their learning environment.  This year, we could 

go to school in person or virtually.  There are many pros and cons to attending school in each 

environment.  Here are some opinions of what the West U Elementary teachers and students think. 

 

     Mrs. Henderson said, “some pros of virtual learning are that students are able to have a somewhat 

flexible schedule. They are also not distracted by other students within the classroom. There are many 

cons, however. Many students expressed they were very distracted at home and would even play video 

games during live instruction! 

Some pros of in person learning are that they can receive the one-on-one instruction from their teacher 

and stay on track. Unfortunately, many parents are not trained teachers so virtual learners are 

struggling. The only con of in person learning currently is the possibility of getting COVID.” 

 

   Grace Badernhorst said, the benefits of virtual learning are “you can eat in class, stay in your cozy 

room and not have to rush to school, use the restroom whenever you want, and stay in your pajamas all 

day.”  She also said, “the not-so-good things about virtual learning is you cannot play with the other kids 

during recess and lunch. Sometimes you have to print things out while the kids in-class have it done for 

them.” 

 

    Lauren Chen said, “Some Pros: There are more resources online. You don't have to wear a mask. 

You don't have to go outside in terrible weather.”  Some cons include that sometimes the internet will 

cut out, and the substitute doesn't do virtual. 

 

    Mr. G said, the pros of virtual learning are that “we have really taken advantage of all of the digital 

access we have at our disposal, and that it is safer than being face to face.”  He further states “Also, I 

am very lucky that I have such responsible virtual students. The cons are that I would rather have 

everyone live. I don't like having to split my attention to two different groups.” 

He likes in-person learning because he can get to know the students better and can see the class 

interact with each other.  He also says “I think that it is important for some students to be here because 

virtual wasn't really working with them. The cons are that everyone is at risk for getting sick, and that it 

is a kind of weird and different environment. It isn't like you remember school.” 

 

    As an in-person student, Juliana Jaworski says, “We can play together at recess, we can eat lunch 

and talk to each other during lunch. But we have to wear mask all day!” 

 

   Although attending virtual is a way to stay safe during the pandemic, there are cons to staying virtual. 

Students might have trouble concentrating or even learning because they cannot connect to the 

internet. Sometimes students get lonely in virtual learning because they cannot interact or talk to their 

friends that are in person.  If you go in person, you can see your friends.  Going in person has its own 

pros and cons. You have the potential to be exposed to COVID.  Another downside to going in person is 

having to wear a mask all day and assigned seating. A pro to going in person is getting one-on-one 

support from teachers that may not always happen virtually. There are many challenges to going in 

person and virtual. West University Elementary school has adapted to the challenges. 

 

 

 



Monthly Mustang  Volume XX, Issue 6 

 

 pg. 7    

 

 

 

WHEN WILL I GET A COVID-19 VACCINE?    By: Kavan Pandya 
     

 

YAY! The vaccine is out, and I can burn my masks!  Well . . .not yet.   

 

Traditional vaccines like the seasonal flu vaccine either contain weakened virus or proteins from 

the virus.  This trains our bodies to recognize the actual virus if we get it and fight it off.    The COVID-19 

vaccines made by Pfizer and Moderna use a new method.  These vaccines include actual genetic 

material from the COVID-19 virus, which will help us stimulate an immune response.   

 

By the time this article is published, several million people would have received one of the new 

COVID-19 vaccines.  These people will only include frontline health care workers and nursing home 

residents and staff.  Next up are essential workers, people with medical conditions, and older 

people.   What about people not in any of these groups? Well, if you are an adult over 16, you will likely 

be able to get vaccinated between April-June 2021.  

 

Wait a minute!  What about us?   Well, kids’ immune systems are very different from adults and 

their responses to the vaccine is different from adults’ responses.  So far, the vaccines have only been 

tested on adults and teenagers over 16 but they have started to begin a new trial for those over 12.  So, 

kids likely will not be vaccinated till at least the summer.  The advantage of waiting is that we will know 

the vaccine works and is safe for us to get.   

 

So, you won’t be able to burn those masks probably till 2022, but at least the end of the 

pandemic is in sight! 

 

 

2021 Resolutions        By Caroline Benitez 
 

 

Do you have a New Year’s resolution? It will help you succeed in 2021!  A resolution is a goal you hope 

to achieve, and a New Year’s resolution is a goal you hope to complete during the upcoming year. 

 

Here are some ideas for New Year’s resolutions.  Your resolution can be about your hobbies, family, or 

school, including:  

 

1. winning a sports game 

 

2. making good grades 

 

3. playing a new instrument 

 

4. going on a cool vacation 

 

5. making a new friend 

 

 

Hope you liked my ideas.  Have fun completing your resolution in 2021! 
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Sports are Important       By: Gavin Andres Terrazas 

Sports are very important to the world. They are a fun way to exercise and you can make a lot of 

new friends. Imagine a world without sports! Less people would exercise because it would be boring.  I 

really like sports because a lot of the friends I have made came from playing on baseball teams. And, 

with sports, you can play on different teams. More teams equal more friends.   

Sports can teach you things that are useful in the real world. For example, I learned how to be 

there for my team even when I don’t want to. I also learned how to trust my teammates and accept 

when I lose. When you play sports, you learn the value of hard work. Also, sports are connected.  A guy 

who practices basketball can learn skills to use in baseball, such as hand eye coordination. 

For me, playing sports is a joy. When I get home from practice, I feel excited. That feeling also 

happens when I win a game.  I feel participating in sports pays off. You can win a championship.  When 

you exercise without a reason, you don`t get anything. Besides, sports can inspire people to work very 

hard.  

Another advantage of sports is when people are bored, they turn to sports. Millions of people 

around the globe watch sports. But they don`t just watch sports they also love them. 

 Some businesses donate money every time someone scores a goal or when someone hits a 

home run, for example. People love sports that much! Did you know that the food bank plays sports 

games on TV? They do and people love it! Sports always translates to fun. 

 Did you know people get jobs with sports? Well coaches and team doctors do. Some people 

also go to college because they are good at sports. For example, if a guy didn’t have enough money to 

pay for college and he was very good at football, he could get a scholarship. 

 But it’s not all muscle. You must be smart too. You must get smart on the bases in baseball and 

with passing in soccer and basketball. You have to be strategic. Playing sports have taught me 

strategies I can use in tag and dodgeball.  

In history, sports have also helped make the world a better place. When Jackie Robinson started 

playing in the major leagues, baseball's color barrier was broken.  

Let’s review. In this article, you learned why sports are important to the world. I listed how sports 

can change history. I also talked about how you can learn valuable life skills from sports, while having 

fun! Go play sports! Bye! 
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Holidays in COVID       By: Zareena Rehman 
 

 

Need a place to visit that's COVID safe? Well, here are the DO'S and DON'TS of where you should go 

and not go. 

 

 

DON'TS 

 

1. Don't visit grandparents. 

Why? Because it is easier for your grandparents to get sick.  I'm not saying they will, or that you're sick.  

It's just in case, well, for extra precaution! 

 

2. Don't visit high-COVID places. 

We at the newspaper want the safest environment for our students and staff.  By not going to a high-

COVID place, you are helping us succeed.   

 

 

3. Don't go internationally. 

Traveling internationally means exposure to more bacteria and new viruses.  IF you do, PLEASE stay 

safe and wear a mask, wash your hands, and read the BONUS.   

 

Read on for good ideas in the DO'S. 

 

DO'S 

 

1. Go on a road trip. 

Road trips mean no exposure to people in planes.  They are also very fun! I would try to ask your 

parents: instead of flying, can we drive?  It's safer! 

 

2. Stay in YOUR state. 

Please, if your parents say you can, stay IN YOUR state!  That way you can stay safe and help keep 

everyone else safe too! 

 

3. (If you can) STAY HOME! 

Sometimes home is best.  Maybe try making new things or go on a staycation.  That's what I am doing! 

Have lots of loads of fun and be safe. 

 

 

BONUS: 

1. Wear a mask 

2. Wash your hands 

3. Don't touch your face 

4. Don't touch everything 

 

Please try to follow these tips and have LOTS of fun. 
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New Year's Resolutions: Past and Present    By Juliet Kuban  
 

     New Year’s resolutions were invented by the ancient Babylonians 4,000 years ago. The Babylonians 

made their resolutions differently. They made promises to their Gods. If they didn’t keep their promises, 

they were scared they would fall out of the Gods’ favor. Now we’re going to go back to current time. 

Let's see what some students’ and teachers’ resolutions are. 

 

Mrs. McLamb, Third Grade Teacher (pictured, top right) 

My New Year's Resolution is to get healthier by eating more greens and less sugary 

foods. I skip way too many meals (as most of my team knows) and eat quick snack 

foods, which are generally high in fats and sugars, to make up for it. So, I need to 

plan my meals better and bring healthier snacks to school.   I also want to exercise 

more. I used to run/walk 3-5 miles five days a week in the summer and 1-2 walk/run 

miles during school sessions.   I am recovering from a back/nerve injury and can now 

start walking 1 mile.  I plan to work up to running 1 mile and slowly get up to my 

normal walk/run 5 miles by the summer break.    

 

Ms. Barriga, First Grade Teacher 

I would say that my New Year's Resolution would be to watch less TV and to read 

more books. I have heard that some of the smartest people in the world have read hundreds of books 

and have never watched TV! While I think it is great to watch TV sometimes to relax, I think it is 

important to keep your brain sharp by picking up a good book and learning something new.  

 

Mrs. LaPadula, Kindergarten Teacher 

My New Year’s resolution for 2021 is to be clutter free and organized. As we were getting ready to put 

our Christmas tree up, I noticed that we have a lot of boxes and we do not use all the decorations. So, 

with the help of my family, we are going to go through each box and keep only what we use and relabel 

each container. I plan to donate items that we no longer need or use and throw away items that are 

broken or do not work. During the year, I will continue to go through closets, drawers, shelves, and 

rooms to become clutter free and organized.  

 

Ms. Ross, Kindergarten Teacher 

My New Year’s resolution is to drink more water.  

 

Zareena Rehman, Third Grade Student (pictured, bottom right) 

My New Year's resolution is to make Picture Me Club well known. Picture Me is a 

club my friends and I created.  

 

William Kuban, First Grade Student 

My New Year’s resolution is to eat healthy food and to bring healthy food to school 

to eat.  
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A Wolf Called Wander – Book Review       by Lyla Davis 

 

A Wolf Called Wander is a book Written by Rosanne Parry 

inspired by a true story of Swift, (originally named OR-7 or 

Journey) a wolf cub that becomes an orphan when his pack is 

attacked by a rival pack. Swift and his family scatter, each in a 

different directions. Alone and scared, Swift must find a new 

home, and a new pack.  

His journey is a thousand miles between Oregon and 

California. His trip is full of forest fires, fierce hunters, and 

danger before he finds his new home. By the end of his 

journey, he found a mate and created a new pack in southeast 

Oregon. You can still track OR-7 in the Oregon Department of 

Fish and Wildlife website. 

I recommend this book because it is a great story with a lot of interesting events and also you can learn 

a lot of amazing facts about wolves’ lives, habits and behaviors.  

 

Book Review: Diary of a Wimpy Kid - The Deep End        By: Aavin 

Pandita 

The first Diary of a Wimpy Kid book came out in 2007. The popular series 

has sold over 250 million copies! This past October, the fifteenth book, 

called The Deep End, came out. Here is my review of the book.  

Greg and his family end up in a RV trying to find something exciting and 

fun.  They find a place called Campers Eden. They take a wild ride 

including getting sprayed by a skunk, driving the RV in the water, and 

getting bombarded by watermelon shooting teens! He even changed his 

name to Jimmy Dogfish!  

I recommend this book because I enjoyed how funny and exciting it was. I 

can’t wait for the next book in the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series to come 

out!      

 

 Jokes          By Clement Ding 

Why did the little girl bury her parents?   She wanted to plant a family tree. 

 

What happened to Beethoven after he died?    He became a de-composer. 

 

What happened when the chicken was questioned by the police?  He was grilled. 

 

What do you call it when crooks go surfing?     A crime wave. 

What do you call an angle in a car crash?     A “wrecked “angle. 
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Why did the sticker need a lawyer?      It was ripped off. 
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How Do the Virtual Students Feel?      By: Isabella Clark 
 

        The students at the West University Elementary School have experienced many changes at school 

due to the pandemic.  The majority of the students are in person and having a somewhat “normal” 

school experience.  Below you will read an interview with two fifth grade students, Shayla and Samar 

Haque, who are both learning remotely.  Their perspective and experiences will give you an idea on 

“how the other half lives”.   

                

• Has staying home made it easier or harder for you to attend school, and why? 

 

Shayla: It's easier because I don't feel the stress of getting ready for school.  Also, during my breaks, I 

have the opportunity to do classwork and work on homework assignments. 

 

Samar: I feel happy that I can attend school in the comfort of my own home, but it is always hard to keep 

my materials organized.   

 

• Based on what you see going on in the classroom environment, would you rather be at school or 

virtual? Why? 

 

Shayla: I would rather be in person because I want to be with my friends again.  I also want to meet my 

teachers. Although I like virtual school a lot, this is my last year at West U and I want to be a part of the 

school experience.    

 

Samar: Virtual, because I prefer to work in a relaxed environment. That being said, I miss my friends. 

 

• How do you like using technology in order to participate with your class? 

 

Shayla: Microsoft Teams and the HUB are great ways to participate in school, but there are always day 

to day challenges that I have to face.   

 

Samar: It is hard because technology isn't perfect, but working with computers makes me feel like I am 

connected to the world.    

 

• Is having the ability to go talk to your teachers in Office Hours reassuring? 

  

Shayla: The ability to go to Office Hours is great, because I can always talk to my teacher about 

assignments.   

 

Samar: Office Hours allows me to bond with my teacher even if it is not school related which is nice 

because I don't have the ability to really talk to them privately during class. 

 

Virtual students want to have their voices heard. By reading this article, I hope to shed light on the 

unique experiences of students who are not attending school in person. 
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All About Belle (the Bunny)        by Kelsey 

Yip 
 

    Belle is Mrs. Erwin’s kindergarten class bunny. 

Belle is not allowed to run around the classroom 

like in previous years, but Mrs. Erwin’s students 

can bring her home for the weekend or longer. 

Belle does not eat Christmas cookies. Belle’s 

favorite spot in Mrs. Erwin‘s house is under the 

bed. The two most annoying things about Belle is 

she likes to chew wire cords and she sheds a lot. 

Belle can slip under very small places. Belle is a 

Holland Lop, and her birthday is March 4, 2017. 

Belle is 3 years old right now. The class voted to 

name the bunny “Belle”. Belle has woken up 

Mrs. Erwin in the night before. Belle has scratched Mrs. Erwin before, and has never been through 

obstacle course. From a scale 1 to 10, Mrs. Erwin loves Belle at a 10. My little brother, Jesse, is lucky 

because he is in Mrs. Erwin’s kindergarten class, and we got to host bell for 2 weeks! It was so much 

fun! Thank you! 
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Is Homework Important?       By: Akaal Othee interview with Ms. Akins 
 

     You might be wondering why we have homework, or why it is important. Well, I might just have the 

answer. I interviewed Ms. Akins, who is a teacher here at West U. Elementary, and this is what she told 

me.  

     When she was a kid, she did not like homework.  But now, Ms. Akins thinks it is good for parents to 

see their homework, so that they know what the child is learning. It is also good for parents so they can 

get involved. She also thinks that homework is good practice to help you with a skill that you are 

struggling with in class, or with any subject you learn.   

Do you agree with this opinion? Yes or no? 
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Let´s Go to Legoland!        By: Max Dorn 

Do you like Legos? Would you like to spend a day or two in 

a Legoland? Hopefully, you can join me and travel to the 

birthplace of Lego – Billund, in the Middle of Denmark. Each 

summer, we go overseas to visit my family. We will meet my 

cousins, travel together to a rental house in Denmark --- and 

visit Legoland. There are tons of rides, food, and fun.  It is 

impossible to do everything in one day or maybe even two! 

Interestingly, all this started when so many people were 

fascinated by Lego and wanted to visit the factory in Billund 

in the 1960s. The owners decided to put some Lego pieces 

outside for an exhibition. They also planned to hire an old local couple to serve some tea and snacks. 

But this attracted even more people! Legoland was born and is still expanding. Today, Legoland has 

trains, boats, cars, and many other attractions for children and grown-ups. My favorite part was a 

driving school for children in Lego Cars, where I got my Lego Driver´s License!  When driving around 

we could use a car wash, a gas station, and had to obey the traffic signs. My sister and I enjoyed driving 

around a lot -- we almost forgot the speed limit (but it was pouring rain, too!). 

 

 

National Geographic for Kids Jokes   By: Sofia Ballard 

 

1.      Why does it get hot after a baseball game? Because all the fans left. 

2.      What do planets use to download music? Neptunes. 

3.      What do you call a shy lamb? Baaaaashful. 

4.      What do you call a very popular perfume? A Best Smeller 

5.      Why does Santa have 3 gardens? So he can Hoe, Hoe, Hoe! 

7.      What kind of fish goes best with peanut butter? Jellyfish 

8.      What nuts do pictures hang on? Wallnuts 

9.      Knock Knock. Who’s There? Pasture  

        Pasture who? 

        Pasture bedtime isn’t it? 

 

Get to Know Mr. Zerber!      By: Elizabeth Graham 
 

 

Q: What is your favorite kind of ice cream? Swoon 

Q: Have you taught any other grades? Yes, 5th, 11th, 12th, and swim team. 

Q: Who is your hero? Martin Luther King Jr. 

Q: What’s your favorite food? Brisket and corn bread.  

Q: What is your favorite sport?  Golf 

Q: What is your favorite movie? The Return of the Jedi 

Q: What college did you go to? Eastern Michigan 

Q: What is your favorite animal? A Narwhale 

Q: What is your favorite color? Royal Blue 

Q: Where did you go to for elementary school? Walde Lake Elementary 
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Interview with Ms. Westerman      By: Sophia Tang 
 

 

Q: What is your favorite animal? A red panda. 

 

Q: What is your favorite color? Turquoise 

 

Q: What is your favorite subject? Everything I teach 

(science, social studies, and language arts). 

 

Q: What is your favorite sport? (Watching) football. 

 

Q: If you were not in 4th grade, what grade would you be in 

and why? I can’t imagine myself in any other grade. 

 

Q: What is your favorite quote? “Life is like a box of 

chocolate. You never know what you're going to get.” 

 

Q: What is your favorite food? Cheeseburger and French fries. 

 

Q:  What is your favorite sports team (any sport)? The University of Texas-Austin’s football. 

 

Q: What other job would you want? Actress 

 

Q: How many kids do you want? 2 kids. 

 

Q: What kind of pet do you want and how many would you like? 2, 1 cat and 1 dog. 

 

Q:  What is your favorite vacation area? Anywhere in Europe. 

 

Q: Who is your biggest role model? My mom. 

 

Q: What is your favorite thing about winter break? Spending time with my family. 

 

Q: How has the pandemic affected you? Not much, but I am happy to be back in school. 

 

 

 

Meet Ms. Mays - a New 4th Grade Teacher    By: Sophie Ackerman 
 

Q: Where were you born? Sulphur Springs, Texas 

 

Q: Who influenced you the most? My parents taught me independence and to be adventurous. 

 

Q: Who would you most like to meet? Neil deGrasse 

 

Q: What is your favorite… 

Movie? Pan’s Labyrinth 

Book? The Davinci Code 

TV Show? Keeping Up Appearances 
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Subject in school? Science 

Sport or hobby? Gardening 

Pet Peeve? Having to repeat directions to students 

 

Q: Why do you like teaching 4th Grade? The students are still enthusiastic to learn and are able to be 

independent. 

 

Q: Where did you teach before WUES? London, England. 

 

Q: What do you hope to be doing 10 years from now? I hope to have my own after school program. 

 

Q: What has been the hardest obstacle you’ve had to overcome to get to where you are today? 

Handling students and personal challenges. 

 

Q: If you had to choose a different grade, which grade would it be? I am happy with 4th grade. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite thing about teaching? How wonderful children are. 

 

Q: What do you like to do in your spare time? I like to be out in nature and to ride my bike. 

 

 

Interview with Mr. Samuel Gay (Mr. G), 5th grade teacher                 By: Kayan Sharma 

1. What are some of your hobbies? I like playing 

guitar, grilling, boiling crawfish, and reading, too. 

2. What is your favorite movie and TV show?  My favorite 
show is the Simpsons, and my favorite movie is the Matrix. 

3. What do you want to be remembered for in the 

school? Being a good teacher, being funny, and playing 

pranks on other teachers. 

4. What is your main goal in life that you haven't already 

achieved? I want to be a good parent and help my kids. 

5. What is your favorite subject? My favorite subject is 

math because I never  learned reading (joke). 

6. What kind of music do you listen to? I like Rock and Roll and heavy metal. 

7. Who paved the path to where you are today or who is your hero? It was my high school English 

teacher Mrs. Hall. She made me want to be a teacher. 

8. What advice would you like to give to students? Turn in work on time or I will enter your dreams 

(joke). 

9. If you would have any superpower what would it be? I would like to be a mind reader and a 

mind controller. 

Thank you, Mr. G and all the teachers, for their hard work. 

Have a good day! 
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An Interview with Ms. Moen about COVID-19    By Annabel Turowsky 
 

 

Q. How has being a teacher changed this year during COVID? 

A. This year I have students online and in person. we also have to 

wear masks.  

 

Q. How do you feel about being at school during COVID? 

A. We have great safety practices, so I feel good about it.  

 

Q. How do you think the students are doing? 

A. The students are doing a great job keeping up with their work. 

 

Q. What’s been the biggest surprise this year? 

A. There are new surprises every day. 

 

Q. Do you have anything else to tell us about COVID? 

A. I am excited when things go back to normal. 

 

Mr. Malkemus interview (5th grade)     By Lauren Chen 

1. Have you ever taught before you came to WUES? Yes. 

2. What grade and subjects did you teach? I taught a bilingual kindergarten, which was Spanish and 

English, and 4th grade, and then 5th grade. I taught reading and writing to 4th grade. To 5th grade, 

I taught math and science, and now I teach reading. 

3. What do you like the most about WUES? I like a lot of things about West U. I mostly like the 

community, the students and their parents.  

4. Which grade level did you enjoy teaching the most, why? 5th grade, mainly because they’re ready 

for middle school, they’re more mature, and they’re more involved. 

5. What college did you go to? I went to St. Edward's University and Texas State University. 

6. What hobbies/interests do you have? Outdoor activities like exploring Houston, going to the beach, 

traveling, cooking, and grilling. I also enjoy reading and writing. 

7. How would you describe your first year at WUES so far? Really great, and of course it is different 

with coronavirus. 

8. What’s your favorite dessert? Dark chocolate with chiles. 

       9.  What’s your favorite part of teaching? I really like making a difference with kids, getting them excited 

about future. 

         10.  If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be? I would probably be a lawyer. 

         11.  Have you ever traveled outside of the US? Yes, many times to places like Mexico, Peru, and 

around South America. 
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What No One Knows About ...  Mrs. McClintock!                    By Zara Alousi and Mila Vyas 

Mrs. McClintock is a 3rd grade teacher at West University Elementary 

School. She has taught many students through the years. If you are lucky 

enough to get her you will learn a lot and get rewarded (wink, wink - think 

candy!) along the way! 

M&Z:  Why did you decide to become a teacher? 

MM: My kindergarten teacher was so amazing that I decided I would 

become one. 

Z: I'd like to become a doctor. 

M: I'd like to become a teacher. I guess both of us want to become teachers since doctors educate too. 

M&Z: How many years have you been teaching at West U? 

MM: It is my 9th year. 

M&Z:  That's as much as we are old! What is your favorite subject to teach? 

MM: Science or Math 

M&Z: We can tell. How long does it take you to grade papers, by the way? 

MM: An eternity because the job is never done. 

M&Z: We bet you'd wish your superpower was to snap your fingers and the grading would be done. But 

really, what superpower would you like to have? 

MM: To whip up dinner in an instant. 

M&Z: What is your favorite thing to cook for your family? 

MM: Indian Butter Chicken 

M&Z: Yum! Thinking about other yummy things, what is your favorite candy? 

MM: Chocolate brand chocolate -almond sea salt or salted caramel 

M&Z: What about your favorite ice cream flavor? 

MM: Graeter's Double Chocolate Chip 

M&Z: Ok, enough about food. What is your favorite outdoor activity? 

MM: Exploring nature 

M&Z:  You mean it's not watching us play at recess? (Haha). What is your favorite thing to do over 

breaks? 

MM: Organizing my house and spending time with my family 

M&Z: That sounds fun... sort of. Well, we hope you had a good break. 

Now you know about... Mrs. McClintock! 
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Interview with new 5th Grade Teacher: Mr. Malkemus   by Toby Yip 
 

    Michael Malkemus is a new 5th grade teacher at West University 

Elementary School. Mr. Malkemus is now the 3rd male teacher in the 

school. After teaching for 5 years in Austin, we are excited to have him 

here! Here are some fun facts about him. 

Q: What is the best thing about teaching in-person and virtual? 

A: Being able to use more technology than normal. 

Q: What is the worst thing? 

A: It’s more challenging to juggle in-person and virtual at the same time. 

Q: What are your memories of 5th grade? 

A: My reading teacher, she made reading fun. 

 

Q: What job would you have if you weren’t a teacher? 

A: Lawyer because I like to read and debate. 

 

Q: What is your favorite subject to teach? 

A: Math and reading. You can make math practical in life. If you create someone who loves to read - 

you never forget that. 

 

Q: What is your dream vacation spot? 

A: New Zealand because of the beaches, the isolation is intriguing, and it’s history. 

 

Q: What is your favorite kind of food? 

A: I like Indian, Thai, Vietnamese, and anything spicy. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite holiday? 

A: Thanksgiving because you get to be with family and friends and reflect on what you’re thankful for. 

 

Q: What was your favorite grade growing up? 

A: 10th grade. I loved the reading and the government classes. 

 

Q: What hobbies do you have? 

A: Reading, playing and listening to music, outdoors, travel. 

 

Q: What book are you currently reading? 

A: “Promised Land” by Barack Obama, his first memoir. 
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An Interview with Ms. Stone    By: Sydney DeFrehn  
Have you ever had a favorite teacher? I wouldn’t be surprised if some of you said Ms. Stone was 

your favorite. You might know Ms. Stone, the teacher. But do you know about Ms. Stone, the person? If 

you want to know about the person Ms. Stone read this article.  

Fast Facts about Ms. Stone  

Birthday: February 27  

Favorite ice cream: Chocolate chip  

Best about teaching: The Children  

Your favorite book: The Polar Express  

Favorite movie: The Wizard of Oz  

Pet peeve: Loud gum chewing  

Best about teaching: The Children  

Favorite subject to teach in school: Reading and Writing.  

 

1. Who is your favorite teacher? My 3rd grade teacher Mrs. 

Arnold. She is who made me want to be a teacher.  

2.Who has influenced you the most? Who influenced me the most are my mom and dad. 

3.How would you like to meet? I would like to meet Oprah Winfrey  

4.What do you hope to be doing in 10 years from now? I hope I will still be doing something 

for kids like volunteering and helping children who are in the hospital.  

5. When were you the happiest? When I was on top of a hill in New Zealand.  

6.When were you the saddest? When my father passed away.  

7.If you could start over what would you change things? I would proudly want to be a nurse that 

helps sick children.  

8.How would you change things at West University? Make there be less homework.  

9.What do you think has changed the most because of coved-19? I think it has made the kind kids 

kinder and the unkind kids even more unkind. 

Get to know Mrs. Campbell!      By: Maisie Brenckmann 

 
Q: When is your baby due and are you expecting a boy or a girl? A boy in March 

Q: What college did you go to? University of Oklahoma 

Q: When did you know you had a passion for teaching? As soon as I started 

Q: What’s your favorite subject? Science and reading 

Q: Did you ever teach at another school before WUES? Yes, in Midland, Texas 

Q: Where did you grow up? Oklahoma  

Q: What are your favorite hobbies? Lover of cooking, traveling, and exercising  

Q: What is your favorite restaurant?  Kata Robata 

Q: Do you have any pets, and, if so, what type of pets? Yes, two golden retrievers named Findley and 

Murphy 

Q: What are your hidden talents? I can do the worm! 

Q: What are your favorite foods? Sushi and Pizza                                         
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Interview with Mrs. Erwin                                 By Hunter DeFrehn       

Have you ever wondered what some teachers would say to some crazy questions? Well you don’t have 

to wonder what Mrs. Erwin or as the fifth graders know her as Miss Lox would say. I interviewed her and 

here are her hard hitting questions and awesome answers. 

 

Q: How many years have you been teaching at West U? 

A:12 of 12 

Q: Who inspired you to become a teacher? 

A: My mom because she was in middle school art teacher and I saw how much she loved it.  

Q : What’s your birthday? 

A: July 4, 1986.  

Q: What is your favorite holiday and why? 

A: Fourth of July because it’s my birthday and fireworks happen and 

it is summertime. 

Q: What’s your favorite food?  

A: Mexican food 

Q: What’s your favorite animal? 

A: Cats 

Q: What are somethings that you usually do with your students but 

you aren’t able to get to do because of cover COVID  19? 

A : Let Bell the bunny hop around the classroom and hungry monkey 

attendance at the beginning of the day. 

Q: Would you rather meet an alien or meet a sea monster? 

A : Meet an alien 

Q : Which is better robots or aliens? 

A : Aliens. 

Q: Would you rather be famous or really rich? 

A: Really rich. 

Q: If you were really rich what would you do with your money? 

A: Travel. 

Q: Is there anything else you want the readers to know? 

A: Thanks for doing so good this year social distancing and keep up the good work and Hook ‘em Horns 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

 


